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Tuesday,  August 11, 2020 – 6:00 - 7:15 p.m. 
 Schools and Libraries Committee Meeting  

 

Zoom Meeting Online or By Telephone 
Dial (877) 853-5257 (Toll Free) to Join the Meeting 

Then Enter This Webinar ID:  981 2009 7009 and Press # 

Online:   https://zoom.us/j/98120097009 

 

MINUTES 

VIRTUAL MEETING TELECONFERENCING NUMBER FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
In conformity with the Governor’s Executive Order N-29-20 (MARCH 17, 2020) and due to concerns over COVID-19, the 

Historic Cultural North Neighborhood Council committee meeting will be conducted entirely telephonically. 
 

Every person wishing to address the Neighborhood Council committee must dial (877) 853-5257, and enter 981 2009 7009 
and then press # to join the meeting. Instructions on how to sign up for public comment will be given to listeners at the start 

of the meeting.  
 

1  —— Welcoming Remarks - Call to Order and Introductions 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Miho Murai at 6:03 p.m.  

3 stakeholders were in attendance.   

2  —— Establishment of Quorum - Roll Call 

2 committee members were present at 6:03 p.m.  There was quorum. 

 

 

 

 

3  —— General Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items (Up to two minutes per speaker) 

Susan O’Leary – She is part of the Chinatown neighborhood.  Laura J. Nelson reported a surge in COVID 

cases among California youths and teens, up by 150% last month, a rate that outpaces COVID-19 cases overall 

and establishes minors as a small but growing share of the state’s COVID-19 cases.  

4  —— New Business 

4.1 Discussion and possible action to approve a regular day and time for the committee meetings. 

Motion:  Recommend holding monthly Schools and Libraries Committee meetings on the 1
st
 Monday of each 

month at 6:00 pm.  (Phyllis Ling motioned, Miho Murai seconded).   

Committee Discussion:  Miho Murai suggested having the Schools and Libraries Committee meetings be held 

on Mondays instead of Tuesdays because the school board meetings are held on Tuesdays.  Murai wanted to 

hold the Schools and Libraries Committee meetings on the same day as the Outreach Committee meetings so 

that it is easier for people to participate in both meetings.  Phyllis Ling stated that Mondays were fine with her 

and she believed Mondays and Tuesdays were fine for Valerie Hanley but she could not speak for her.  Ling 
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agreed that having the meetings on the same day was a good idea.  Murai stated that she would like to get 

people from the schools and libraries to participate in future meetings and become committee members and so 

she is open to changing the time if it is better for other stakeholders.              

Public Comment:  None 

Vote on Motion:  Unanimous (2-Yes).  MOTION PASSED. 

4.2 Discussion about the mission and goals of HCNNC’s Schools and Libraries Committee.  

Motion:  None 

Committee Discussion:  Miho Murai shared mission statements from various neighborhood councils that have 

a Schools and Libraries Committee (Echo Park, Mar Vista, Glassell Park).  Murai stated that a lot of 

neighborhood councils have an Education Committee but does not have a mission statement.  Murai stated that 

ideally she would like to meet at least monthly but because of COVID she is not sure how often we can meet.  

Murai’s goal for this Committee is to provide a resource for schools and libraries to connect with each other.  

Phyllis Ling would be interested in hearing what the schools and libraries in our community need.  Ling met 

with Solano Avenue Elementary and they gave her some ideas about what kind of support they needed, such as 

keeping the area around the school safe.  Murai suggested adding the mission statement to the website.  Murai 

stated that she would try and incorporate what Eugene Moy suggested and revisit this issue at the next 

meeting.                     

Public Comment:  Susan O’Leary felt that the mission statements looked great and asked how actively this 

Committee would be.  O’Leary believed that some of the agenda items from the Outreach Committee overlap 

with this Committee.  O’Leary noted that for her the Outreach Committee is about physical contact, going to 

every neighborhood meetings, CicLAvia, local street fairs, and attending schools and library events and 

passing out information about what we are doing and signing people up to be on our email blast. 

Eugene Moy wanted to know how accessibility and language needs and technology could be added to the 

mission statement since there are special challenges for our community in these areas.  Moy was wondering 

how Castelar conducts their meetings, whether they are conducted in both Spanish and Chinese.  Moy believes 

that the Echo Park mission statement is the most comprehensive.            

Vote on Motion:  N/A   

4.3 Discussion and possible action to appoint Stakeholder(s) to the Schools and Libraries Committee.   

Motion:  None 

Committee Discussion:  Miho Murai was planning to go to the schools and put up signs and attend PTA 

meetings to get stakeholders to join this Committee but since schools are now closed this does not seem like 

the best way.  Murai would like to get a stakeholder from each school and from the library.  Phyllis Ling said 

that she could ask some of the people that she met at Solano Avenue Elementary and also suggested reaching 

out to the principals.  Murai stated that the school will likely not be able to release the email addresses of 

parents as suggested by Susan O’Leary.  Murai stated that today we would not be appointing anyone and that 

ideally she would like to connect with people face to face to get them to join the Committee.        

Public Comment:  Eugene Moy stated that the Chinatown Service Center has a youth program that provides 

afterschool tutoring and suggested to check with them for youth volunteers as well as teachers and tutors.    

Susan O’Leary stated that she could go to Castelar Elementary and attend their events and sign people up but 

stated that would not be possible right now because of COVID.  O’Leary suggested that we could ask the 

administration for a list of the emails of parents in order to send them an email blast about our Committee and 

let them know that we would love to hear their concerns and share our meeting date and time.        

Vote on Motion:  N/A  

4.4 Discussion and ways to conduct outreach to Stakeholders regarding HCNNC’s Schools and Libraries 

Committee meetings and future events. 

Motion:  None 

Committee Discussion:  Phyllis Ling stated that our board does not have a budget right now and so we cannot 

spend money on advertising but we can use emails and social media, like Facebook, twitter, instagram.  Miho 

Murai stated that she has sent emails to different schools but since they have not made a personal connection, 
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the schools have probably just deleted the emails.  Murai hoped that through the next agenda item, the 

Education Town Hall Meeting, the Committee could organize parents in this area and once the parents knew 

about the neighborhood council, they would be more likely to come to the meetings.   

Public Comment:  Eugene Moy mentioned that Cathedral High School is also within our boundaries and that 

we should outreach to them.  Moy noted that Brother John is the principal and is a good person to work with.  

Moy also mentioned the First Chinese Baptist Church and stated that they have a very active Sunday school 

program who could be engaged, though many of them do not live in Chinatown.   

Susan O’Leary thanked Eugene Moy for all of his amazing suggestions.  O’Leary also mentioned the South 

Wind Lion Dancers and noted that they specialize in working with kids and support academics.  O’Leary 

pointed out that we need to manage our expectations since this is a brand new committee.  O’Leary stated that 

we can reach out by phone but a lot of the relationship building will happen in a post COVID world, where we 

can meet with them one-on-one and attend their meetings and events and invite them to our meetings.    

Eugene Moy mentioned that another group to reach out to is the Fire Cracker Race Committee, which Wilson 

Gee is on.  Moy stated that they raise funds and donate to the local schools.     

Vote on Motion:  N/A  

4.5 Discussion and possible action to organize an “Education Town Hall Meeting” for parents, teachers, and 

students in order to address how COVID-19 has impacted the public education system and create opportunities 

for parents and students to connect with each other and share resources; discussion will also include potential 

dates and recommendations of a budget for this event.        

Motion:  None 

Committee Discussion:  Miho Murai stated that Echo Park NC recently organized a Town Hall Meeting for 

parents, teachers, and students about how COVID has impacted the public school system and Jackie Goldberg, 

a LAUSD board member, spoke at the Town Hall and they also had workshops for the parents, teachers, and 

students.  Murai hoped that we could get representatives from each of the different schools and organize it 

together and create opportunities for teachers, students, and parents to network together and share resources.  

Murai suggested organizing volunteers to teach free classes for the students on zoom, like dance classes and 

writing classes.  Valerie Hanley mentioned that we need to think about what we can do for the other 

communities, like Victor Heights, Solano Canyon, and El Pueblo and not just what we can do for Chinatown.  

Murai wanted to introduce the idea of the Town Hall Meeting at this meeting and then work with 

representatives from each school outside of this meeting and then report back to the Committee.  Phyllis Ling 

stated that only major decisions, like budget, needs to be discussed in the Committee and that it is a good idea 

to get ideas from other people outside of the meeting.  Murai suggested that she may send out a survey to see 

what topics are of interest and Ling said she could help put it on the website.      

Public Comment:  Eugene Moy stated that he is on the board of the Rio Hondo Community Development 

Corporation, an affordable housing development group in El Monte.  Moy stated that they have created 

educational programs for their tenants and gave each household a tablet and wi-fi access and conducted 

webinars to educate their tenants on various government programs.  Moy suggested trying to make tablets and 

hot spots available to the community. 

Susan O’Leary just wanted to state that these were great ideas. 

Vote on Motion:  N/A  

4.6 Discussion about how to encourage schools to submit applications for neighborhood purpose grants.   

Motion:  None 

Committee Discussion:  Miho Murai stated that a copy of the neighborhood purpose grant application is 

available under supporting documents so that it is accessible to everyone.  Valerie Hanley stated that one 

problem is that we do not have a lot of money for NPGs.  Phyllis Ling stated that we do not have a budget yet 

and we do not know how much money will go to NPGs so it is hard to do outreach.  Murai suggested that if we 

do outreach and get NPG applications from the community it will let the board know that there is a need for 

them and then the board will budget for them       

Public Comment:  None 
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Vote on Motion:  N/A  

5  —— Schools’ Reports & Announcements 

Miho Murai reported that Ann Street E.S. has a new principal and they will be having a virtual meeting 

tomorrow at 5:00 pm.   

No representatives attended the meeting.   

6  —— Chinatown Public Library Report & Announcements 

Miho Murai reported that the Chinatown Public Library is still closed but books can still be checked out 

online.     

No representatives attended the meeting.   

7 —— Committee Member Comments and Announcements 

Valerie Hanley confirmed that she is available for meetings on Mondays.   

Public Comment:  None   

8 —— Requests and Motions for Future Agenda Items 

 None 

9 —— Adjournment 

 Motion:  Adjourn the meeting.  (Phyllis Ling motioned, Miho Murai seconded). 

Vote on Motion:  Unanimous (3-Yes).  MOTION PASSED. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:03 p.m. 
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Committee Members 

 

Miho Murai (Chair) 
At Large  
Representative 

 

Phyllis Ling 
Solano Canyon 
Residential Representative 

 

Valerie Hanley 
El Pueblo 
Non-Profit Representative 

 

Vacant 
Stakeholder 

Steve Rice 

Treasurer 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Public Input at Neighborhood Council Meetings 

The public is requested to dial *9, when prompted by the Chair, to address the Committee on any agenda item before the Committee takes 

an action on an item. Comments from the public on agenda items will be heard only when the respective item is being considered. 

Comments from the public on other matters not appearing on the agenda that are within the Committee’s jurisdiction will be heard during 

the General Public Comment period. Please note that under the Brown Act, the Committee is prevented from acting on a matter that you 

bring to its attention during the General Public Comment period; however, the issue raised by a member of the public may become the 

subject of a future Committee or Board meeting. Public comment is limited to 2 minutes per speaker, unless adjusted by the Chair.   

Public Posting of Agendas 

The agenda of the committee’s meetings are posted for public review at the following locations:  

● Chinatown Library, 639 N Hill Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012 

● Solano Avenue Elementary School, 615 Solano Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90012  

● Public Notice Board, Plaza el Pueblo de Los Angeles (in front of 555 N Main St, Los Angeles, CA 90012) 

● www.hcnnc.org  

You can also receive our agendas via email by subscribing to L.A. City’s Early Notification System at https://www.lacity.org/subscriptions 

or HCNNC’s mailing list at https://hcnnc.org/subscribe/. 

The Americans With Disabilities Act 

As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of 

disability and, upon request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services and activities. Sign 

language interpreters, assistive listening devices and other auxiliary aids and/or services, may be provided upon request. To ensure 

availability of services, please make your request at least 3 business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting you wish to attend by 

contacting the Department of Neighborhood Empowerment by email: NCSupport@lacity.org or phone: (213) 978-1551. 

Public Access of Records 

In compliance with Government Code Section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the Board in 

advance of their meetings, may be viewed 200 N Spring St, Los Angeles, California 90012, or at our website:  www.hcnnc.org or at the 

scheduled meeting. In addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact HCNNC at (323) 

716-3918 or email hcnnc.board@gmail.com. 

Servicios De Traducción 

Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de notificar a la oficina 3 días 

de trabajo (72 horas) antes del evento. si necesita asistencia con esta 

notificación, por favor llame al (323) 716-3918. 

翻译服务 

如果您需要翻译服务，请在活动开始前3个工作日（72

小时）通知办公室。 如果您在此通知中需要帮助，请致

电(323) 716-3918。 
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